
L’ULTIMO GIORNO DI POMPEI, PIANO-VOCAL SCORE,
1825 OPERA BY GIOVANNI PACINI

Pacini, Giovanni.  L’Ultimo Giorno di Pompei. Melodramma Tragico in Due Atti.  Napoli: Calcografia e Copisteria de Reali 
Teatri, [circa 1830]. First edition, preceding the edition published in Milan by Ricordi.

Oblong folio, 13.25 x 10.25 inches (33.5 x 26 cm); [2], 96, [2], 97-141 pages; quarter-vellum, marbled paper boards; moderate 
external wear, contents lightly foxed, good overall.   Ownership stamp of  Pio Braschi-Onesti (1804-1864), Duke of Nemi, on 
front paste-down.

Vocal score with piano of this opera seria by Giovanni Pacini (1796-1867), which premiered in Naples at the Teatro San Carlo 
on November 19, 1825; libretto by Andrea Leone Tottola.

$200

Verzeichniss im Druck erschienener Compositionen von Franz Schubert.  Leipzig:  Louis Rocca, [1842; Catalogue of
Published Compositions of Franz Schubert.]

Four 10.25 x 12.25 inch (26 x 31 cm) leaves (8 pages) bound in contemporary card covers that measure 6.5 x 9.5 inches 
(16.5 x 24 cm).  Splitting along folds as visible in scans; lower section of third leaf completely detached but present; 
substantial foxing.

All of Schubert’s published works are listed by opus number with publisher, price and title.  Instrumental works include 
instrument and arranger when applicable; vocal works include title, first line and author.

Prior to this, the only printed listings of Schubert’s compositions were appended to individual published works; these 
were limited to the particular publisher’s output.  Attempts at a complete catalogue existed only in manuscript.  (For 
more information, see Otto Erich Deutsch’s 1951 preface to his definitive Schubert catalogue.)

This is one of five catalogues of composers’ works issued by Leipzig publisher Louis Rocca, the others being Chopin, 
Kücken, Mendelssohn, and Thalberg.  Although the catalogs themseves are not dated, Friedrich Hofmeister noted the 
publication of the series in the September 1842 issue of his Musikalisch-literarischer Monatsbericht, and Robert Schu-
mann reviewed the series in his Neue Zeitschrift für Musik, 27 September 1842.  Schumann’s review praises the accuracy, 
order and typography and particularly notes the value of the information on arrangers.  

Rocca’s own advertisements for the series appear in early January 1843 issues of Signale für die musicalische Welt and 
Allgemeine musicalische Zeitung.    In his ads, Rocca emphasizes the catalogues’ usefulness to musical booksellers due to 
public demand for these composers.

All five of the Rocca catalogues are rare; KvK and WorldCat locate one copy of each, all at Staatsbibliothek Berlin, where 
only photocopies are allowed to be consulted.

$750
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First Published Catalogue of Franz Schubert’s Works, Leipzig, 1842
KvK and WorldCat Locate Only Staatsbibliothek Berlin

Praised by Schumann for Accuracy, Order and Typography

Nissen, Georg Nikolaus von.  Biographie W.A. Mozart’s.  Nach Originalbriefen, Sammlungen alles über ihn Geschrieben, mit 
viele neuen Beylagen, Steindrücken, Musikblättern und einem Fac-simile.  Leipzig:  Breitkopf und Härtel, 1828.

Large octavo, 6 x 8.25 in (15 x 21 cm), two parts in one volume, including the supplement (Anhang); xliv, 702, 220 pages.  
Contemporary paper boards; expertly rebacked.  Moderate external wear, light occasional foxing to contents, overall an
attractive copy. All illustrations, facsimiles, etc. are present, except the family portrait that is usually missing.  There are 8
lithograph plates, ; a manuscript music facsimile; a text facsimile of Nissen’s tombstone; and 8 folded music plates. 

This collection of family letters, journals, contemporary criticism, etc. was assembled with connecting text by Danish diplomat 
Georg Nikolaus von Nissen, the second husband of Mozart’s widow, Constanze.   She edited it for publication after Nissen’s 
death.  It remains one of the most important collections of primary source material on the composer. 

$650

Biography of Mozart by His Widow’s Second Husband,
an Important Collection of Primary Source Material

Baini, Giuseppe.  Memorie Storico-Critiche della Vita e delle Opere di Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina.  Rome:  Societa 
Tipografica, 1828.  

Two quarto volumes, (8.7 x 11.4 inches (22 x 29 cm); 375, 439, xii pages; contemporary quarter-leather, paper covered boards; 
backstrips perishing; occasional light foxing; text block generally clean and bright with ample margins.  Small bookplate of 
Pietro Cicerchia, nineteenth-century antiquary in the composer’s native city.

This two-volume work by the Sistine Chapel choir director was key in the nineteenth-century re-evaluation of Palestrina and 
of Renaissance music in general. 

$375

Foundational Biography of Renaissance Composer Palestrina, 1828
Rescued the Work and Reputation of the Master of Counterpoint from Obscurity
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